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There is a populist government in Turkey today. The party in power has been 
trying to represent divergent interests and ideologies at once, trying to cover the 
entire political spectrum. Though it may look like a pluralistic approach has been 
adopted and that democracy has strengthened, a closer observation of how prob-
lems are solved and how implementation is carried out demonstrates otherwise. 
Moreover, Turkey’s foreign policy and security vision has become a factor of 
domestic policy. Rather than having an integrated approach, a position to every 
particular foreign policy question that comes up is set according to how it will 
effect daily domestic affairs.
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Turkey has been trying to integrate with the world since the beginning 
of the 1980s. This period, which started with export mobilization and a 
leap in tourism, proceeded to a new era both with her entrance into the 
Customs Union with the European Union (EU) in 1995 and the com-

mencing of full accession talks with EU in 2002, making the public feel like the 
results of efforts were being reaped. In addition to these economic developments 
are the changes and amendments made in the Constitution and laws aimed to 
transform the society.

Have all these efforts yielded the results desired?  Can we speak of integration 
with the world or at least a mutual understanding, in other words the existence 
of strong empathy?  This question should not be evaluated only in terms of our 
relations with the EU but also in terms of our relations with the USA, Russia, the 
Middle East and all other countries and regions of the world. 

When we look at Turkish politics today, it is dif� cult to identify what Turkey has 
to offer to the world, or how and where Turkey has positioned herself.  Unfor-
tunately, today Turkey is disconnected from the rest of the world in a political 
sense since for the past 20 years, Turkish political actors, who lack economic, 
social and political prudence, were able to understand the world. 

When we take a look at the discourse in Turkey, we get the impression that 
if Turkey undergoes economic integration with the world, it will also have to 
go through certain social changes. When the income level in Turkey becomes 
10,000 USD per capita, the democratic structure that will come about will enable 
her to integrate with the rest of the world politically. This is a widely accepted 
analysis. Though this view may be partially true, it is not suf� cient on its own. 
Not knowing how and where to use political reforms, freedoms and democracy 
will result in chaos. The national security visions of countries are a part of their 
political structure. If a state does not have sovereignty over a certain piece of 
land, even if it carries out all these reforms, it will not reach its goals. Without 
independence, a state cannot be independent and will put the security and future 
of the people who live on that land under risk.

To understand Turkish politics with a view to integrating her to the rest of the 
world, a to-do list under the following headings needs to be considered: 

1- The developments in world politics after the 1990s 
2- The EU’s foreign policy and security vision. 
3- The effects of the Information Age on the social, political and security 

policies of countries. 
4- The foreign policy and security vision of Turkish politics. 
5- The restructuring and reform needed in the economic, social and political 

spheres to further integrate Turkey with the rest of the world  
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1- The Developments in World Politics after the 1990s 

World politics was bipolar until the 1990s but since 1990 it has been increasingly 
evolving into a three-polar situation. One of these poles is the Atlantic Treaty, 
namely the U.S. and those sharing the same understanding with her on foreign 
and security policy.   

The second pole is the EU. Although some of the participants of this Union act 
in accordance with U.S. policies, the EU is still an extremely signi� cant actor 
embodying important powers such as Germany and France.  

The � nal pole is the Dugin doctrine including Russia and China, in other words 
a structure contesting the West in every sense.   

When we take a closer look at this three-polar structure, we can see that there 
is both a deep economic, social and political cooperation between the U.S. and 
the EU and a competition between these two inseparable poles. The competition 
between these two structures tied strongly together ideologically and with com-
mon interests stems from the EU’s desire to emerge as a power and create an 
independent security and foreign policy.  This is normal, as it is a power that has 
its own currency and is in constant economic competition with its rivals. 

When we take a close look at the Dugin (China, Russia, India, and Iran) doctrine 
however, we see that the competition is not just due to economic factors but 
also to political and social differences with the U.S. and the EU. This difference 
also leads to ideological diversity. Even though there is an effort to conceal this 
difference skillfully, the difference in approach can especially be seen in their 
Afghanistan, Iran and Balkans policies during the second Gulf Crisis. While a 
mutual understanding between the EU and the U.S. has always been sought, 
there is a sharp distinction with Russia and China.   

2- The EU’s Foreign Policy and Security Vision

The EU established its own currency and managed to extend this monetary unit 
to Eastern Europe and the Balkans; this was key in consolidating the EU’s role 
as a major player in world politics. In this bipolar world, Europe followed a 
security and foreign policy that was in line with that of the U.S. until the 1990s 
but since then it has had a more independent and different approach. Europe 
neither considers leaving its own future to the discretion of the U.S. by allowing 
the U.S. to manage world politics solely on its own nor to the so-called second 
stream, namely Russia and China. And it has been accordingly searching for an 
appropriate security and foreign policy.
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Unity within the EU in this sense does not exist. The East European countries, 
the right wing parties of England, Spain and Italy are favoring closer contact and 
strategic partnership with the U.S. on foreign policy and security issues. The at-
titude of these countries during the second Gulf Crisis, installation of a missile 
shield in the Czech Republic, the establishment of U.S. bases in Romania and 
Bulgaria (prospective EU Members) can be given as examples for this desire.

On the other hand, the other wing of the EU, namely Germany, France, Austria, 
Italy, Spain and the Netherlands have shared interests and thus remain close in 
terms of security and foreign policy; they are more conservative and share a 
similar vision for the future of EU.

Historical perspectives and prejudices still exist especially in Eastern Europe 
and the Balkans. Although there is an economic and to a certain degree a politi-
cal unity, it is dif� cult to talk of a socially united EU. 

Today we see discussion of a “two-speed Europe” as an alternative to the single-
tier EU as it is today.  Since there are a number of countries with different foreign 
policy and security visions, forming consensus at an EU level is dif� cult. A new 
Constitution and the mechanism of passing resolutions through a quali� ed ma-
jority are factors that may structurally ease decision making.

In other words, the EU will de� nitely be affected by the aforementioned dyna-
mics. The internal politics of the countries will require a vote o either in agree-
ment or disagreement with these dynamics.

3- The Effects of the Information Age on Social, Political and Security Poli-
cies of Countries 

The 21st century brought with it great change in the means of production and how 
added value is created in the world. Technology in communication, transporta-
tion and so on have created a new economic structure. This economic structure 
and the new instruments at hand have led to a rapid increase in capital, as well as 
an increased rate of development (in the whole world), the merge of companies 
into gigantic corporations and professionalization of once family-� rms. 

The classic blue-collar class changed and a new blue-collar class, working two 
or three jobs a day came about while jobs performed from home increased. This 
has led to great changes in the social structure. This fast movement of capital 
decreased the control central banks have in their countries. 

Exchange market speculators and rapid capital movements have made it neces-
sary that countries not only to enlighten and satisfy their own public opinion but 
also the public opinion of the world. Bad communications and structures not 
integrated with the world do not give con� dence to capital, increasing interest 
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rates and fostering only short-term investments. This situation prevents the de-
velopment, rapid growth and increase in the competitive power of the countries. 
Civil societies affect not only their own societies but also the whole world’s 
public opinion and legitimize the sanctions put on other countries. 21st century 
politics favors countries that consider internal as well as external balances, po-
sition themselves well and are transparent, clear, understandable and consistent.

4- Foreign Policy and Security Vision of Turkish Politics 

Turkey’s foreign policy and security vision has become a factor of domestic 
policy. Rather than having an integrated approach, a position to every particular 
foreign policy question that comes up is set according to how it will affect daily 
domestic affairs. This is true for relations with the U.S. too. Relations with China 
and Russia are fostered to be able to use them as leverage against the U.S. It is 
not clear to anyone what Turkey’s Middle East policy is and the amount of capi-
tal that � ows from that region into Turkey is not transparent and thus triggers 
concern.  Though of� cial Turkish policy is to become an EU member, the public 
does not have an understanding of what the EU is.

Although the government tries to present this policy as one of equidistance to 
all international actors, it is in fact a result of trying to please all actors at once. 
Moreover, it can be interpreted as a way of using internal con� icts in shaping 
foreign policy. This approach creates both ambiguity in terms of Turkey’s future 
and prevents her from appropriately positioning herself. 

5- What Kind of a Construction Will Integrate Turkey with the Rest of the 
World?

Political actors and political parties in Turkey do not design policy in accordance 
to the new order of the world. As certain issues are designated as taboos, the area 
of doing politics gets more narrow. 

Turkey needs a change of paradigm for a political realm that satis� es the needs 
of the country. For the range of the political spectrum to be more balanced, cer-
tain political, economic and social policies must be pursued. 

In Turkey there should be a political representative of EU-advocacy. This move-
ment or actor should be secular, open to economic and social solutions to restore 
Kurdish rights ranging too a federative structure, a strong defender of religious 
rights including that of the Alevi and minority communities, ready for conces-
sions on the Cyprus and Aegean issues. This line of thought would also advocate 
for ethnic diversity being recognized in the Constitution and would believe that 
Turkey’s national security interests rest in uni� cation with the EU’s foreign and 
security policy. 
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Today Belgium is in the EU and is not consumed by a threat of separatism. In 
Italy, the separatist party is part of the coalition. In Spain, signi� cant concessions 
are made to the Basque region. Germany is already federative. What is important 
is that Turkey (the entire territory) be a member of the EU. It is important that 
Turkey be a regional power or role model for the neighborhood but this should 
be achieved with the EU. Acting with the EU to this end would not make Turkey 
any less important a state. Germany, France, Italy and Spain make concessions 
and value their uni� cation. 

Another current of thought that needs political representation in Turkey is one 
that is Atlanticist. In fact a left and a right party of such nature would be ideal. 
The right wing one could be characterized by tolerance towards religious sects, 
advocating religious and moral values, prioritizing entrepreneurship. The left 
wing party would be distant from religious sects and would defend human rights, 
environment, women’s rights, social rights, and state policies to ensure a more 
just redistribution of capital. 

Both parties would defend integration with the world in economic and social 
realms, be dedicated to protecting secularism and Ataturk’s principles, pro-EU 
but also driven to make Turkey a role model in the region. In national security 
policy, not only the EU but NATO and other actors would also be taken into 
consideration by these parties. 

In such an ideal set-up, these two parties would see the EU not as an ideologi-
cal goal but a pragmatic one and might recognize that Turkey would � t better 
into a multiple-speed EU. Grasping the importance of a strategic alliance with 
the US, taking into account the historical underpinnings of issues such as Cyp-
rus and the Aegean, they would remain steadfast in terms of the Republic’s 
founding mission. 

A third stream of thought that would be good to be represented in the political 
spectrum is one that does not give much signi� cance to the elements of democ-
racy. It would see the EU and U.S. as imperialist and want to collaborate more 
closely with Russia and China in order to resist manipulation by the Western 
powers. In this structure relations with Iran would be given importance to. It 
would encompass people and parties ranging from the radical (unsecular) right 
to the extreme left. 

Though there are actually representatives of these three currents in contemporary 
Turkey, they are not transparent in front of the public. Because of the conjecture 
in Turkey, in which they can be accused even of treason, they end up having to 
conceal their actual thoughts. 
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We need to allow these currents to function openly. We should not look to their 
supporters as people who betray the country because all three are merely taking 
a different perspective in how Turkey can be sovereign and stronger. We need to 
be tolerant of the different worlds they derive from. 

These three currents actually would each like to settle at the center of Turkish 
politics and though they can not achieve this, they do consider strategic collabo-
ration with those who hold power on particular issues. They sometimes yield to 
the right and sometimes the left, depending on who occupies the center of the 
political spectrum. 

Below are the economic, social and political initiatives that need to be consi-
dered for this political reality to translate into one that can make Turkey a central 
player in the 21st century. 

a) Economic initiatives: Small enterprises are being established and going bank-
rupt rapidly, causing the loss of capital. Their workers can never become mem-
bers of labor unions or trade associations and this also prevents their social 
integration. Incentives should be provided for more collaboration between the 
different regions of Turkey so that mutual dependency is ensured. The entire 
state system providing economic incentives needs to be revamped. The state 
should actually promote the further growth of large enterprises. Instead of only 
having religious or cultural senses of identity and belonging, people should be 
binded to each other along the lines of economic interests. They should be able 
to be engaged in sectoral associations, for example for industry or agriculture. 
There is an important role to be played by labor unions and employers asso-
ciations. Creating collaborative structures in the economic sphere will forge 
more social trust and provide a much needed additional dimension to identity 
formulations. 

b) Social initiatives: Civil society organizations, labor organizations, and the 
like are conferred a high level of responsibility in this area. The notion of 
social service should embrace the whole society. Community service training 
and practice must start in elementary school and be practiced by all ages and 
social layers. This will ensure the interaction of different ideas in society and 
develop the notion of cooperation on common objectives. This is very impor-
tant in the sense that it will eliminate many prejudices.    

The work of non-governmental organizations in Germany makes up 1.5-2 
percent of the country’s GNP. If this rate were to be achieved in Turkey, both 
employment rates and national unity would improve. For this end, the tax 
law must be redesigned to strengthen civil society. The criminal code should 
be amended to include community service as an alternative form of penalty. 
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Facilitation of civil organization in various � elds (environment etc.) will con-
tribute to the transformation of society.  

Such steps would go a long way in preventing people from feeling alienated 
from society and the rest of the world. Instead of seeking a sense of belonging 
in the sub-identities of religion and culture they can embrace more individu-
alistic approaches. Religion can be more an issue of ones own inner world if 
other social needs are met.

The sphere of civil society needs restructuring. The fact that the Turkish U-
nion of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges (TOBB) is perceived as a non-
governmental organization causes a misunderstanding in the public regarding 
non-governmental organizations. Incidents such as TOBB members contributing 
to the purchase of a helicopter for the prime minister have contributed to this 
misconception. The reason why there are many non-governmental organizations 
established by employers in Turkey (GY�D, S�AD etc.) is that TOBB’s comp-
lex structure does not represent even its own members. This is the case for all 
semi-governmental organizations. It is necessary that volunteer civil society, wor-
kers unions, and employer associations be restructured. What we have today are 
semi-governmental organizations that are left over from the mindset of the 1950s, 
1980s bipolar global setting. 

Political initiatives: A two chamber parliament must be established. The deputies 
must be elected through primary elections of the parties, while the candidates for 
the senate must be assigned by the party headquarters according to certain crite-
ria. Furthermore, a wide range of non-governmental organizations and pressure 
groups must have representatives in the senate to ensure a more participatory de-
mocracy. The election threshold must be decreased to � ve percent and electoral 
alliances must be allowed. Similarly, political parties must be able to make joint 
declaration in the post-electoral period. Politics require tolerance, cooperation 
and compromise. As mentioned above, a structure which allows the representa-
tion of all views is necessary. At the same time the regime and founding mission 
should be protected by the internal mechanisms of the assembly. Furthermore, 
the rule of law and a well working checks and balances system among the organs 
of government should exist.

As a result, in order to ensure change in Turkey we should mention how democ-
racy is misconceived by society. Democracy is a regime of rules. It is a type 
of regime that maintains the founding missions of societies and establishes the 
economic, social and political sovereignty of the state, with the contribution of 
its citizens. In societies where democracy is not fully understood, populist par-
ties value the percentage of votes they attain over all else. Furthermore, these 
populist parties tend to give rise to friction and even confrontation between their 
electorate masses and civil society/institutions when the latter displays a re� ex 
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to protect the founding missions.. The most important reality neglected here is 
that political parties are successful in elections to the extent that they promise 
hope, stability and security to the society. And thus they are obliged to govern 
without damaging the founding missions, which is not only the quintessential 
foundation for the existence of the nation but also the very reason for the exis-
tence of the party itself.
 
If a society decides to change the founding missions of its state, it realizes this 
through a revolution or demolishing the system in one way or another and es-
tablishes new founding missions. New political parties are established in accor-
dance with these new missions. 

There is a populist government in Turkey today. The party in power has been 
trying to represent divergent interests and ideologies at once, trying to cover 
the entire political spectrum. Though it may look like a pluralistic approach has 
been adopted and that democracy has strengthened, a closer observation of how 
problems are solved and how implementation is carried out demonstrates ot-
herwise. Under the guise of libertarianism, intolerant practices have been carried 
out and a majority of the population is anxious. The role models that the party 
puts forth in presenting themselves to the society or to the world do not represent 
the truth. 

Participatory and liberal democracy and its Republican institutions ensure that 
political parties and individuals that represent of different worldviews negotiate 
compromise and � nd solutions in a climate of tolerance, mutual understanding 
and trust. Today’s problems such as the headscarf and the Kurdish issue can be 
solved only through the free and clear expression of views of different groups and 
a search for reconciliation. Ultimately, the founding philosophy of the republic 
and its achievements over the years can ensure harmonious social transforma-
tion. 
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