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A

s a politician and women’s
rights activist, the Kurdish
issue in Turkey is a priority
for me. I was one of the organizers of two civic initiatives Women’s
Solidarity for Peace (WSP) and Life Is
What Matters $VORODQ +D\DWWÕU , which
aim to understand the situation and achieve
solidarity with Kurdish inhabitants, espeFLDOO\ ZRPHQ LQ &L]UH DQG 'L\DUEDNÕU ,
would like to provide my perspective on the
current status of the Kurdish issue based on
my observations and discussions with local
citizens and authorities. My aim is to search
for an inclusive political solution to end the
internal war taking place in Turkey’s southeast as a result of broken peace talks.
I would like to frame my analysis in four dimensions: the political terrain in Turkey
after two consecutive general elections, the challenges of the problem, a civic approach to a solution, and expectations.
Political terrain: Although there are four political parties in Parliament, President
5HFHS7D\\LS(UGR÷DQDQGKLVUXOLQJ-XVWLFHDQG'HYHORSPHQW3DUW\ $.3 GHWHUmine almost every issue without the participation of other political parties or civil
society. The President’s aim is to fundamentally rewrite the Turkish constitution to
establish a powerful presidency that would replace the current parliamentary sysWHP$OWKRXJK FRQVWLWXWLRQDOO\ WKH SULPH PLQLVWHU KDV H[HFXWLYH SRZHU (UGR÷DQ
FXUUHQWO\KROGVWKHUHLQVRIH[HFXWLYHSRZHU¿UPO\LQKLVKDQGV
(OHFWHG WR RI¿FH IRU D IRXUWK WHUP LQ  ZLWK D VWURQJ PDMRULW\ WKH$.3 KDV
demonstrated a growing intolerance of political opposition, public protest, and critical media. Government interference with the courts and prosecutors has undermined
MXGLFLDOLQGHSHQGHQFHDQGWKHUXOHRIODZ
On the other hand, the opposition parties hold diverse positions on the Kurdish
issue.
As the founder of the Turkish republic, the Republican People’s Party (CHP) is
trying to evolve from a state party to a social democratic one. The CHP has two
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PDMRU UHÀH[HV WRZDUGV XQLWDU\ VWDWH
structure and the secularization of the
³3UHVLGHQW(UGR÷DQDQG
V\VWHP7KHSDUW\JDLQHGMXVWOHVVWKDQ
two percent of the total electorates in
KLVUXOLQJ$.3GHWHUPLQH
southeast Turkey. Therefore, the preDOPRVWHYHU\LVVXHZLWKRXWWKH
vailing tendency regarding the Kurdish
issue is “maintaining balance between SDUWLFLSDWLRQRIRWKHUSROLWLFDO
the Turkish sensitivity to the unity of
SDUWLHVRUFLYLOVRFLHW\´
the Republic and Kurdish claims.” The
&+3 GRHV QRW ZDQW WR FKDQJH WKH ¿UVW
four articles of the Constitution. It is skeptical of mother-tongue education, but
supports autonomy being granted to local governments, an issue mentioned in the
European Charter of Local Self-Government, which Turkey signed in 1991. The
&+3LVSURSRVLQJWRZLWKGUDZUHVHUYDWLRQVRQ¿YHDUWLFOHVKHOGE\WKHJRYHUQPHQW
7KH$.3LQVLVWVRQWKHVHUHVHUYDWLRQVEHFDXVHLWZLVKHVWRFRQWUROHYHU\PDMRULQIUDVWUXFWXUH DQG DGPLQLVWUDWLYH SURMHFW ZLWKRXW WKH LQFOXVLRQ RI HOHFWHG ORFDO PXnicipalities. The central government does not want to transfer any administrative or
¿QDQFLDODXWRQRP\WRORFDODGPLQLVWUDWLRQV
To resolve the Kurdish issue, the CHP proposed establishing the Social Reconciliation
Commission and consensus commission in Parliament consisting of representatives
from four parties.
The Nationalist Movement Party (MHP) is strongly opposed to the peace process and
favors excluding the People’s Democratic Party (HDP), the pro-Kurdish party. It is the
most enthusiastic supporter of security measures to resolve the Kurdish issue.
7KH+'3KDVGLI¿FXOW\WDNLQJDQXQFRPSURPLVLQJVWDQGDJDLQVWYLROHQFHSHUSHWUDWed by the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) as it has ties, but no power over the PKK.
The HDP together with the Peoples’ Democratic Congress (HDK) proclaimed democratic autonomy as the solution to Turkey’s long-standing Kurdish issue. It was
declared that a settlement can only be achieved by granting autonomy to not only
Turkey’s predominantly Kurdish southeast, but also the rest of the country. They
believe that self-governance is a right and legitimate demand which is guaranteed
by international conventions.
The courage for such an ambitious declaration originated from the success of the
Democratic Union Party’s (PYD) experiment in Syria. PYD, a branch of the PKK, deFODUHGWKHIRUPDWLRQRIWKUHHDXWRQRPRXVDGPLQLVWUDWLRQVLQDQDUHDFDOOHG5RMDYDFORVH
WRWKHERUGHUZLWK7XUNH\DWWKHEHJLQQLQJRI&RQ¿GHQWRIJRYHUQLQJDXWRQRPRXV
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regions, the PKK tried to instigate a revolt among Kurdish people in southeast Turkey,
starting primarily in Cizre. The PKK has supplied weapons to the YPG as well as to
VRPHQHLJKERUKRRGVLQVRXWKHDVWFLWLHVPDLQO\LQùÕUQDNDQG'L\DUEDNÕU

³7KH+'3KDVGLI¿FXOW\WDNLQJ
DQXQFRPSURPLVLQJVWDQG
DJDLQVWYLROHQFHSHUSHWUDWHG
E\WKH3..DVLWKDVWLHVEXW
QRSRZHURYHUWKH3..´

From the perspective of international relations, the US and Russia are supporting the secular PYD as one of the most
powerful forces in the region effectiveO\¿JKWLQJWKH,VODPLF6WDWHRI,UDTDQG
WKH/HYDQW ,6,/ :LWKVXFKFRQ¿GHQFH
and international support, the PKK is
escalating the city wars against Turkish
security forces and does not look like it
will back down.

Current Situation
The Kurdish problem in Turkey is a long-standing political problem and it must
be resolved civilly by politicians. The peace process which was going on for three
years between the government and imprisoned PKK leader Abdullah Öcalan broke
GRZQDIWHUWKH-XQHSDUOLDPHQWDU\HOHFWLRQ7KHFRQÀLFWEHWZHHQ7XUNLVK
security forces and the youth branch of the PKK has been escalating in towns across
VRXWKHDVW7XUNH\6LQFHWKHFRQÀLFWVWDUWHGLQ-XO\RYHUSHRSOHKDYH
OHIWWKHUHJLRQGXHWRH[WHQGHGFXUIHZVDQGLQFUHDVHGWHQVLRQV2YHUVROGLHUV
DQG SROLFH RI¿FHUV KDYH GLHG RYHU  FLYLOLDQV LQFOXGLQJ ZRPHQ DQG FKLOGUHQ
KDYH EHHQ NLOOHG  PD\RUV DUH XQGHU DUUHVW DQG  PD\RUV KDYH EHHQ UHPRYHG
IURPRI¿FH,QWKLVDWPRVSKHUHRIDUPHGFRQÀLFWWKHVHFXULW\IRUFHVKDYHFRPPLWted a number of human rights violations. Human Rights Watch, Turkey reported
RQ'HFHPEHU³.XUGLVKFLYLOLDQVLQFOXGLQJZRPHQFKLOGUHQDQGHOGHUO\
UHVLGHQWVKDYHEHHQNLOOHGGXULQJVHFXULW\RSHUDWLRQVDQGDUPHGFODVKHVVLQFH-XO\
LQVRXWKHDVWHUQ7XUNH\´1
The government supports the security measures, and the military and security forces
KROGWKHUHLQVRISRZHULQWKLVFRQÀLFW3ULPH0LQLVWHU'DYXWR÷OXKDVDQQRXQFHG
D SRLQW DFWLRQ SODQ WR UHEXLOG HPEDWWOHG UHJLRQV WKURXJK VWULFWHU VHFXULW\ DQG
XUEDQ WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ PHDVXUHV 7KH QHZ DSSURDFK RI WKH JRYHUQPHQW UHGH¿QHV
its Kurdish politics as a “unilateral” action to ease future tensions in the southeast
without negotiating with PKK, or involving the HDP. This approach has not been
VXFFHVVIXOIRUWKHODVW\HDUVDQGLWZLOOQRWEHVXFFHVVIXOQRZ+RZHYHUWKH$.3
“Turkey: Mounting Security Operation Deaths,” +XPDQ5LJKWV:DWFK'HFHPEHUhttps://www.hrw.org/
QHZVWXUNH\PRXQWLQJVHFXULW\RSHUDWLRQGHDWKV
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is calculating to gain support from devastated Kurdish citizens who blame the PKK
for the deadly clashes.
The violence and nationalist security concerns have consolidated AKP voters, and
WKHSDUW\LVWU\LQJWRJDLQWKHVXSSRUWRIPDLQO\UHOLJLRXV.XUGVOLYLQJLQWKHFRQÀLFW
DUHDE\SURYLGLQJHFRQRPLFVXSSRUW(UGR÷DQGRHVQRWZDQWWRJREDFNWRWKHQHJRWLDWLQJWDEOHRU¿QGDSROLWLFDOVROXWLRQ (UGR÷DQDQGWKH$.3JRYHUQPHQWXQIRUWXnately insist on solving this political issue with security measures.
'LI¿FXOW&KDOOHQJHV
Based on the political environment and my observations in the area, these are the
PDMRUUHDVRQVZHDUHQRZKHUHQHDU¿QGLQJDVROXWLRQ
Political and Social Climate: Exclusion and the AKP’s one-man political approach
FRXSOHGZLWK(UGR÷DQ¶VSUHVLGHQWLDODJHQGDKDYHUHVXOWHGLQDODFNRIFRPPXQLFDtion and loss of trust among politicians and political parties, especially between the
AKP and HDP. The President and the Prime Minister are attempting to lift the immunity of the HDP members in Parliament, and the President has accused the HDP
of supporting terrorism and alienated its elected MPs.
Lack of cooperation between local authorities has also resulted in deadlock. For exDPSOHWKHJRYHUQRURI'L\DUEDNÕULVQRWZRUNLQJLQFRRSHUDWLRQZLWKWKHFRPD\RUV
RI'L\DUEDNÕUZKRDUHPHPEHUVRIWKH+'37KHSROLWLFDOVSKHUHLVQDUURZLQJZKLOH
the impact of the security forces is growing.
Polarization: The political climate creates polarization among people who support
different political parties. The population of Turkey is divided into different sub
groups based on the party they support. These groups do not even want to socialize
with the other groups.
Loss of problem solving capacity: Due to the suppression of opposition parties,
MRXUQDOLVWVUHVHDUFKHUVDQGDFDGHPLFVWKHUHLVDODFNRISUREOHPVROYLQJFDSDFLW\
LQVRFLHW\2SSRVLWLRQSDUWLHVKDYHGLI¿FXOW\SURYLGLQJVROXWLRQVDominating the
maMRULW\LQWKH3DUOLDPHQWWKH$.3GRHVQRWOHDYHDQ\VSDFHIRUDOWHUQDWLYHVROXtions. The HDP, who should be an active player, is caught between the PKK and the
government and has lost its focus on inclusive policy development. For example, it
was wrong to declare democratic autonomy in the Kurdish provinces without negotiating with the other parties in the Parliament.
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The CHP shall play a critical role in facilitating bridges between the east and the
west of Turkey. CHP representatives from all over Turkey have visited the region
and have shown solidarity with the Kurdish victims of human rights violations.
However, we do not see collective minds developing between political parties.
Moreover, Turkey is backsliding on
freedom of speech and the indepen³&+3UHSUHVHQWDWLYHVIURP
dence of media, while also losing its
problem solving capacity by putting
DOORYHU7XUNH\KDYHYLVLWHG
political pressure on intellectuals, acWKH>VRXWKHDVW@UHJLRQDQG
DGHPLFV MRXUQDOLVWV )RU H[DPSOH WKH
KDYHVKRZQVROLGDULW\ZLWK
Academics for Peace initiative, which
WKH.XUGLVKYLFWLPVRIKXPDQ ZDVDSHWLWLRQVLJQHGE\VLJQDWRries – mostly Turkish, but also includULJKWVYLRODWLRQV´
ing other nationalities including Noam
&KRPVN\DQG6ODYRMäLåHN±FDOOLQJIRU
an end to the violence against Kurds in the southeast, was received with furious anger by the President. Prosecutors launched an investigation into the academics with
charges of insulting the state and engaging in terrorist propaganda. Some of the acaGHPLFVZHUH¿UHGE\WKHLUSULYDWHO\RZQHGXQLYHUVLWLHVRWKHUVKDYHEHHQWKUHDWHQHG
ZLWKGLVFLSOLQDU\DFWLRQE\WKHLUPDQDJHPHQWDQGRWKHUVKDYHEHHQWKHVXEMHFWRID
backlash by nationalist students.
7KHPDLQREMHFWLYHRIWKHUHSUHVVLYH$.3JRYHUQPHQWDQG3UHVLGHQW(UGR÷DQLVWR
punish or at least intimidate all opposition to government policies by accusing them
of engaging in terrorist activities.
Loss of an Anchor: The EU used to be an anchor for the democratization process in
7XUNH\DQGDPDMRUUHIHUHHEXWQRWDQ\PRUH7KH(XURSHDQ8QLRQERZVWR(UGR÷DQ
in hopes that he will relieve the refugee crisis. Even though Turkey has moved sigQL¿FDQWO\DZD\IURPWKH&RSHQKDJHQ&ULWHULDWKH(8GRHVQRWSURSHUO\FULWLFL]HWKH
$.3DQG(UGR÷DQ8QGHUVXFKGHVSHUDWHDQGFRPSOH[FLUFXPVWDQFHV(XURSHDQV
7XUNVDQG.XUGVPXVW¿QGURDGVWKDWOHDGWRSHDFHDQGGHPRFUDF\
5RDGV7KDW/HDGWR3HDFHDQG'HPRFUDF\7ZR([DPSOHVRI&LYLO,QLWLDWLYHV
Women’s Solidarity for Peace (WSP) and Life Is What Matters ($VORODQ+D\DWWÕU)
are two initiatives which try to open ways to peaceful solutions. Based on our experience, there are four points critical to achieving effective results.
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Engaging opinion leaders who are respected/listened to by different social and
political groups: In a society as polarized as Turkey, one can easily be stigmatized
for opposing others. We tried to be inclusive by embracing different people representing different political perspectives and social groups.
Issuing powerful declarations written by senior authors: We used the power of
words and consensus. Our messages were, “We, women coming from the West of
Turkey we hear you, we feel you, we are in solidarity and unity with you (the womHQLQ&L]UH 6WRSWKHFRQÀLFW6WDUWQHJRWLDWLQJ IURP'L\DUEDNÕUWRDXWKRULWLHVLQ
Ankara).
Communicating with local authorities equally: In southeast Turkey, local municipalities are governed by the HDP, the pro-Kurdish party, while the governor
feels responsible to the AKP, the ruling party. We communicate and engage all local
DXWKRULWLHVHTXDOO\KROGLQJDOODFFRXQWDEOH
Drawing the attention of the media: The media pays attention to our events because we involve celebrities carrying a powerful message and visiting at the right
time. As a result, we were able to communicate our stance.
([SHFWDWLRQVIURP(8)ULHQGVDQG$FWLYH&LWL]HQV
We are disappointed that the EU is violating its fundamental values in dealing with
WKHUHIXJHHFULVLV,WLVWLPHWR¿JKWIRUWKH(8¶VFRUHYDOXHVRIUHVSHFWIRUKXPDQ
GLJQLW\OLEHUW\GHPRFUDF\HTXDOLW\WKHUXOHRIODZDQGUHVSHFWIRUKXPDQULJKWV
including the rights of minorities. The world needs European values more than ever
before.
We must develop a peace campaign to stop the war in Syria and southeast Turkey.
:HPXVWHQJDJHDQGLQIRUPWKHODUJHPDMRULW\RIWKH(8SRSXODWLRQDQGWKHUHE\SXW
pressure on governments to solve the problem.
We shall take control of our future by becoming active citizens who are capable of
VHDUFKLQJIRUSHDFHDQGSXWWLQJSUHVVXUHRQGHFLVLRQPDNHUV:HPXVW¿QGFUHDWLYH
ways to build peace within and outside our borders.
My favorite slogan, the one we shouted at the Gezi demonstrations and afterwards,
says, “Salvation cannot be achieved alone; it is either all of us or none of us.”
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